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RE: House Bill 1541, Relative to requiring applicants for large groundwater withdrawal permits to
comply with local ordinances

[ear Representative Currier:

Thank you for the ppportunity Lo comment on HE 1541 which would require applicants for large groundwater
withdrawal permits to provide evidence of compliance with applicable local ordinances prior to the New
Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (DES) issuing & large groundwater withdrawal permit. DES
offers the following comments on HE 1341,

HB 1541 requires “evidence of compliance with all applicable local ordinances before the department may
{ssue a permit,”’ We are concerned that the test for “evidence of compliance” is ambiguous, Tor example, mn the
extremes, does this mean & simple statement 10 this effect by the applicant that compliance has been attained by, for

example, the filing of municipal applications, of 15 this intended to be proof that all local approvals and permits have
heen recerved by submission of coples of permits? Since either interpretation is possible, this requires clarification.

Also, some municipalities require proof that sate permits have beetl ohtained prior to 155uance of local
approvals. 5o, upon passage of HB 1541, it is possible to havea siruation where the requirements of HB 1541 and
municipal requirements are in direct conflict thus deadlocking a project. Itis recommended that language be
cansidered to establish which controls if these conflicts arise.

It is ¢lear in the proposed language that the Department cannot issue permits. It would be helpful to clanfy
whether the Department can accepl and review applications.

Thank you again for the opportumty to comment on this legisiation. 1f you have any guestions or need
additional information, please do not hesitate to call Sarah Pillsbury at 271-1168 or me at 271.3449,
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